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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  City Councilmembers  

From:  Commission on Disability, Paul Church, Secretary 

Date:  September 19, 2011 

Subject: Continuation of Berkeley’s Warm Pool for People with Disabilities 
 
At the September 14th meeting of the Commission on Disability, a motion was passed to 
send a memo asking the City Council to approve a bond measure for the November 
2012 election for the construction of a new warm pool and the reconstruction/ 
adaptation of the three outdoor pools. (Commissioners Gold/Mendoza, Ayes: 
Commissioners Trahan, Gold, Mendoza, Giscome, Stelmach, Litvak, Weiss, Castello-
Kramer; No, none; Abstain, none) 

  

A ballot measure for the reconstruction of all of the pools in Berkeley was narrowly 
rejected in June 2010 by the voters.  A similar measure in November 2012 would have 
a greater chance of being approved by the voters because general/presidential 
elections have a larger and more diverse electorate than primary elections.   
 
The warm pool is currently scheduled to be decommissioned in December 2011.  The 
availability of a warm pool is critical to the health and well being of many people with 
disabilities who have come to rely upon this service.   While a substitute pool at the 
Downtown YMCA is being touted as an acceptable alternative, it has serious limitations 
that make it unacceptable as a long-term solution.  The warm pool at the YMCA is only 
three feet deep, which does not allow an adequate environment for therapy without 
getting chilled.  Another pool at the YMCA being offered, Grace’s Pool, has multiple 
deficiencies. It is billed as 88-90 degrees, although recent user reports have indicated it 
varies between 87-89 degrees – not warm enough for many users who need 92-degree 
water such as the current warm pool at Berkeley High. IIts pool deck is so narrow it 
does not allow two people using wheelchairs to pass side by side, and also does not 
allow a person to leave his or her  wheelchair against the wall without becoming an 
obstacle to others trying to get by. Finally, its hours of availability for the disabled are 
limited, and do not include the late afternoon and early evening that is optimum for 
many people with disabilities. 
 
In addition to the inadequate features of the proposed pools, none of the details of the 
agreement between the City and the YMCA have been announced.  The YMCA has 
said that it is not expecting to commit to a fixed time period for keeping Grace’s Pool at 
its 88-90 degree range and that it could decide to change the temperature at any time. It 
is unknown whether a person will have to become a full member of the YMCA in order 
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to use the pools, and if so, whether this cost will be subsidized.  Parking will also be a 
problem, particularly at times when large public events are happening downtown or on 
campus and the nearest garages fill up. 
 
People with disabilities in Berkeley need and deserve a warm pool owned and operated 
by the City. We ask the Council to quickly begin the planning and research process that 
is needed to enable authorization of a pools measure for the November 2012 ballot. 
 


